
Rock Drummer’s Journey: 1970s to Today
Studio and On-Tour

Dan Pettus



Stairway to Heaven – Drum Track Partially Removed 

John Bonham



Recording Studio 1970 
“The Wrecking Crew”



• Muli-tracks: 2-inch tape machines 
with up to 24 tracks 

1970’s to early 1990’s

• Overdubbing: Engineers at a precise 
moment add new parts without re-recording 
the entire take

• Edits: Unwanted sections were physically 
removed using a razor blade, and tapes were 
reconnected using white sticky tape 



Recording Session

• Mix multiple audio 
signals from 
microphones and 
instruments

• Adjust levels with faders 
and gain controls

• Shape sound with EQ 
(bass, mid, treble)

• Route signals to effects 
like reverb and echo 

• Route signals to 
multitrack tape recorder 

Final Mix Session

• Multitrack to Stereo

• PAN (left / right channel)

• Final EQ and 
optimization

• Final Edits and 
Overdubs



White Room – Drum Track Partially Removed

Ginger Baker



1. DEMO

3. Record ALBUM      
2. Record company 

finance an album 

4. Tour to PROMOTE



Fleetwood Mac Dreams – Drum Track Partially Removed 

Mick Fleetwood



Live vs. Studio





Dan’s Inspiration
• Ginger Baker: Integrated African 

rhythms and pioneered double-
bass (Cream)

• John Graham "Mitch" Mitchell: 
Jazz to Rock (Jimi Hendrix)

• John Bonham: Renowned for 
power, speed, and use if triplets 
(Led Zeppelin)

• Buddy Rich: Admire but could 
not imitate   



Jimi Hendrix Fire - Drum Track Partially Removed 

Mitch Mitchell



1980’s – 1990’s 
• The Linn Drum Machine
• Invented by John Linn
• Loved by some – hated by many
• Quincy Jones produced Michael 

Jackson’s Thriller album using 
the Linn



Billie Jean – Drum Track Partially Removed 

Jonathan “Sugarfoot” Moffett



Playing to a “Click Track”



Tempometer for 
Drummers - Reverse 
Metronome 



Joe Bonamassa – Drum Track Partially Removed 
Anton Fig



1980’s to Present Day
DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) evolved from 
1970s tape-based systems into digital software, 
revolutionizing music production



DAW: acts as a complete virtual studio, allowing you to edit, mix, 
produce, and record, music or other audio projects on a computer 



Sound mixers and 
DAW for live gigs



1. Email Demo

4. Distribute to Spotify
3. Friend to Mix

5. Tour to SELL

2. Add Vocals (or other)



Don’t Stop Believin’ – Drum Track Partially Removed

Steve Smith



What’s Next?

• Spatial audio – Dolby Atmos

• Artificial Intelligence 



7-song AI generated album released to Spotify late 2025   

Enter
Artificial 
Intelligence 



Let’s Create A Song
Right here – Right now

https://suno.com/create


Questions 
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